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Lord of Hope Ministries       
Author: Pastor Roscoe De Chalus

Date: January 9, 2004
Prelude:  “Lord Reign in Me” Brenton Brown
Scripture reading: 

John 14:16 
And I will pray the Father and He shall give you another comforter that He may abide with you forever

Congregational: 
He who began a good work in you

This is the day that the Lord has made

Good God
Drama or Video:

	Volunteer, The
	Author: Donna Lagerquist

	 
	

	Parker stops into a church office. He is treated as just one more person who wants something done now, until he happens to mention the word "volunteer," then Ann sets off the alarm to alert everyone that there is a volunteer available. People converge on Parker from all directions, each assuming he's going to fill their "volunteer opportunity." When he is finally able to get a word in, he says he was just looking for directions to the blood drive where he was going to volunteer to give blood, but not now -- he already feels totally drained.


http://www.willowcreek.com/willowdrama/product.asp?invtid=PR02793
Offering and Announcements:

Side Video Screens:
       There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:4)

Administration,  Apostleship,  Craftsmanship,  Creative Communication,  Discernment 

Evangelism,  Exhortation,  Faith,  Giving,  Healing,  Helps,  Hospitality,  Intercession,

Knowledge,  Leadership,  Mercy,  Missionary,  Music,  Prophecy,  Service,  Shepherding,

Teaching,  Tongues and Interpretation, Wisdom,  Writing

Opening Prayer:
Lord thanks for being a God who continues to build into your children. It is our prayer that you teach us what spiritual gifts are and what our specific gifts are and how to use them for your glory.  May we find out through you what our gifts are to be used for. 
This is so important for us so we can contribute in kingdom building. May we all become equip with clear understanding of how to deploy the gifts so we can bring glory to you Holy name. I pray that everyone will get something from this message in Jesus name amen.
Message:

So what is this thing called spiritual gifts?

When God gives, he gives. Just think that after we appropriated the free gift of eternal life God pours into each believer his spirit and the ability to contribute to his cause via what is called Spiritual gifts. We are going to explore what the spiritual gifts are and how you can use these gifts. Are you ready? I can’t hear you! Are you ready?

In order to understand this better we need to go back and look at what the bible says.

Let’s look at Acts 1:8 and John 14:16

Spiritual Gift Defined:

Acts 1:8 

But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. 
John 14:16
And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever;
When a person becomes saved or born again God’s Holy Spirit dwells in that person.

When this takes place God’s Spirit brings specific gifts to each of us that are tailored for the individual. There are a lot of gifts names that we are going to list out. What are the gifts? Let’s us look at the side screens and say them together.
Now after saying them did any of them capture your attention?

Why Spiritual Gifts?

1. The gifts help us in bringing Glory to God and aiding each other. 
What do I mean by this is that by you volunteering your talents and the abilities in a church, the abilities that God put into you the end results will point to a loving God. It glorifies His name when people look at you and say that I can’t believe that you guys accomplished that. God accomplishes His works through you to build His church, to build His kingdom.

 2. To grow the Church body spiritually in the image of Christ.

 3. To unify the Church in the biblical teaching of the doctrine and community.

What is the church that we are apart of without biblical doctrine? Without it there would be confusion. There are a lot of false religions and false teachers around the world so the biblical teaching of the doctrine that is God inspired is so important.
 4. To equip the church to minister to the world and increase the members in      God’s family.
You bring you gift and I bring mine. We collectively get together and we go to a church and we volunteer as one body. Others will benefit from the teaching that is going on in the church whether it is from the senior Pastor, associate Pastor, programming volunteer, grounds keepers or if you are a greeter. There are teaching and kingdom happenings going on throughout the church no matter what gift you are using. Everybody matters!
5. To help in protecting the church from false teaching and demonic infiltration or influence.
An example of how the church can be protected is let’s say there’s a person with the spiritual gift of discernment. They can sense or intuitively know that something is not right. A person with the gift of administration who is rooted in scripture will know how to organize things and won’t let demonic literature be mixed into let say a church’s resource center.

A Pastor rooted in biblical teaching will be able to tell the difference between the demonic world teaching and what Jesus Christ is teaching. 
6. To keep the church alive whether experiencing the good or the bad clarifying the church responsibilities and privileges.

Nothing is more frustrating than to have people in a church ministry not knowing what their roles are and the church not knowing that it is operating out of a privilege mode.
It is a privilege to serve the community and to help somebody. It should not be done begrudgingly. Clarifying the church responsibilities also protects the church from the false teaching I mentioned.
Open your Bibles starting with Romans 11:29 
For the gifts and calling of God [are] without repentance.

God freely gives Mankind gifts and a calling. His sheep he gives the spiritual gifts after being baptized. 
Ephesians 4:7-13 says:

But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ. Wherefore he saith, when he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men.  (Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into the lower parts of the earth? He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all things.)  And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ: 

Ephesians 4:7-13

A calling is generally referred to as when you have a sense or an impression in your spirit of God wanting you to do something. It is affirmed by other people also.
Let’s look at some examples of people being called by God in the following bible verses:
Isaiah 45:1

Then answered Amos, and said to Amaziah, I [was] no prophet, neither [was] I a prophet's son; but I [was] an herdman, and a gatherer of sycomore fruit:  And the Lord took me as I followed the flock, and the Lord said unto me, Go, prophesy unto my people Israel.

Amos was in the middle of taking care of his herd when God spoke to him.
The apostle Paul explains his calling in the following scriptures:

Acts 9:4-6

And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: [it is] hard for thee to kick against the pricks. And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord [said] unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do.

                                                      ----------------------------

Scripture lays out how we are to think of ourselves in relation to the body of Christ.
I bring this up because sometime people think that their gift is better then someone else’s. The gifts are equal. We are all must work together.

Let us read what the bible says by turning to Romans 12:3-8. Let’s read this together:
For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think [of himself] more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.  For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same office: So we, [being] many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another. Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, [let us prophesy] according to the proportion of faith; Or ministry, [let us wait] on [our] ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching; Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, [let him do it] with simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness. 

Romans 12:3-8

Let’s now turn to scripture to understand what the spiritual gifts are and how spiritual gifts are used.

Now concerning spiritual [gifts], brethren, I would not have you ignorant. Ye know that ye were Gentiles, carried away unto these dumb idols, even as ye were led. Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: and [that] no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.  Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord.  And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all. But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another [divers] kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will. For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also [is] Christ. For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether [we be] Jews or Gentiles, whether [we be] bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.  For the body is not one member, but many. If the foot shall say, Because I am not the hand, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body? And if the ear shall say, Because I am not the eye, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body? If the whole body [were] an eye, where [were] the hearing? If the whole [were] hearing, where [were] the smelling? But now hath God set the members every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him. And if they were all one member, where [were] the body? But now [are they] many members, yet but one body. And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of thee: nor again the head to the feet, I have no need of you. Nay, much more those members of the body, which seem to be more feeble, are necessary: And those [members] of the body, which we think to be less honourable, upon these we bestow more abundant honour; and our uncomely [parts] have more abundant comeliness.  For our comely [parts] have no need: but God hath tempered the body together, having given more abundant honour to that [part] which lacked: That there should be no schism in the body; but [that] the members should have the same care one for another.  And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it. Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular. And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.  [Are] all apostles? [are] all prophets? [are] all teachers? [are] all workers of miracles?  Have all the gifts of healing? do all speak with tongues? do all interpret? But covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet shew I unto you a more excellent way.

1 Corinthians 12:1-31

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
In summary your gifts work together with the other peoples gifts and are all operating from the same Spirit. 
Question: How do you know you are operating in your gift area? 

When you are operating with your gift it doesn’t feel like work. You get energy while serving with your gift.
Scripture encourages us to excel in using our gifts. Getting training or educated is a great way to polish our skills or abilities to maximize the effectiveness of using our gifts
So don’t hesitate. If you feel that you are call to do something and you feel that you lack the knowledge to carry it out get training. Polish or sharpen your skills getting them ready for ministry. Try to do your best to excel in using your gifts. A lot hangs in the balance of you using your gift. Don’t compare your gift with someone else’s and say oh that persons gift is better then mine and they are getting all of the recognition. God sees what you are doing whether behind the scene or in front. You matter too!

Even so ye, forasmuch as ye are zealous of spiritual [gifts], seek that ye may excel to the edifying of the church. 

1 Corinthians 14:12

Steps to take in deploying your gifts:
Pray and ask God to reveal to you what your gifts are. 
Find a brother or sister who has already gone through training. Ask them to help you in discerning what your gifts are.

Use your gifts in a way that you can maximize its use.  This may require additional training to help you excel in using it for Gods glory.

Find a church to call home. Volunteer in an area of your giftedness.

Don’t just say God I hear that you gave me a gift. Thanks I will use it when I get around to it. Come on you are needed. Let get your gifts deployed into action. Everyone is needed to build the kingdom of God. Try to leverage them for the kingdom to increase God’s family.

As every man hath received the gift, [even so] minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. If any man speak, [let him speak] as the oracles of God; if any man minister, [let him do it] as of the ability which God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.

1 Peter 4:10-11

Conclusion:
We completed what I wanted to cover in this message. I hope that you will review the scripture verses that were mentioned today. I pray that I have made it clear to you. If not, feel free to come and ask more questions. I pray that you will go about diligently finding out what your gifts are. Get the training where needed.  Polish your skills and get involved. It is okay to start serving and get you training on the fly. This is okay. Let someone mentor you as you serve along with them, Pray and ask God to take you by the hand and lead you. Say Lord, take my hand I am going in. I am going to go in and volunteer. Some of you have the gift of helps. Someone might get saved because they see you contributing or they might come to you and become saved through the ministry the Spirit operates through you. It is not only the Pastor that is saving people. When you serve you are assisting the soul winning process also.
So in review find out if you have any one of these spiritual gifts:
Administration, Apostleship, Craftsmanship, Creative Communication, Discernment 

Evangelism, Exhortation, Faith, Giving, Healing, Helps, Hospitality, Intercession,

Knowledge, Leadership, Mercy, Missionary, Music, Prophecy, Service, Shepherding,

Teaching, Tongues and Interpretation, Wisdom, Writing
Now some of these were creatively packaged to make it easy for us to understand.

Please take out your bible and review what the bible says about spiritual gifts and find out what gifts were imparted in you. May you be filled with the Holy Spirit in your efforts to use them for God’s Glory.  Let us pray…
Closing Prayer:

Heavenly Father thank you for allowing us to hear what the spiritual gifts are. We pray that we will stop at nothing to find out what gifts you gave us. Please show us what you want us to do with the gifts. Please reveal it to us Lord. May your kingdom be increased to tremendous numbers Lord. May it be unbelievable when people reflect back and say wow your power was imparted on us. May they be happy that they joined your kingdom. May your kingdom increase and your love flow. Help everyone with their gifts so the can be fully devoted contributors to your kingdom in Jesus name we pray amen.
Acts 2:1-4, 16, 17
Acts 4:31, 10:44

1 Corinthians 6:11

2 Thessalonians 2:13

Unity is the body of Christ Ephesians 4:1-6

Ephesians 4:11-13

Ephesians 4:15-16

Being equipped for ministry. Define spiritual gift. How to use your gift.

1 Samuel 10:6, John 14:17 and Galatians – Life transformation daily into the image of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Walking in the Spirit VS the flesh

Galatians 5:16/17, 5:25,  5:19-23

The Holy spirit teaches and produces the fruit of God in sincere believers.
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